Student Activity Sheet
‘ ,FE A Case for the Countryside

Cross Curricular

A CASE FOR THE
@ell i sz A Holelot of Fuss

Tarmac v

1. You will need 3 groups of 8+ pupils:
One group will be the 'Extractors’
Second group will be the 'Highworth Against Gravel' (HAG)
Third group will be the 'County Planning Committee’

‘The Extractors'

This is the group which wishes to extract gravel from Eastrop Farm. They will
include a representative(s) of the developing company, the consultants who
give them expert advice and the farmer.

'Highworth Against Gravel'

This is a group of local residents who may not be keen to have a new gravel
pit in their area. They may include a parish councillor, school teacher, local
tradesman, golf course owner and their expert advisors such as wildlife
conservationists.

‘The County Planning Committee'

This group has the job of making a decision on the planning application for
extracting gravel. It will include the Chairman (County Councillor), other
councillors and County Council officials.

2. Within each of these 'home groups' there are a number of roles.
Information on these is provided below. For your group look at the role
descriptions and agree on who will take each role.

3. Expert knowledge is going to be needed in all 3 groups.
This will include:
- aggregate extraction
- agriculture
- geology
- conservation: wildlife - pollution
- land restoration
- archaeology
- transport
- market opportunities for gravel

Decide within your group who is going to become an 'Expert’' on each of
these topics.
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A Student Information Sheet, maps and photographs and a draft planning
proposal are provided to assist your research.

4. Those responsible for the same topic from each home group can work
together on their research in small 'expert’ groups.

5. When the research is completed (your teacher will set a time limit on this),
experts should return to their home groups.
Each home group now works separately to prepare their position.

The Extractors will prepare their planning application and team presentation
to the Planning Committee.

HAG will prepare their case against the application and decide who will put
their arguments to the Planning Committee.

The County Planning Committee will discuss with their advisors the
advantages and disadvantages of extracting gravel from Eastrop Farm. They
will need to be well informed so that they can make the right decision at the
meeting when the application is presented.

6. Meeting of the County Planning Committee to hear the application for gravel
extraction from Eastrop Farm and the objections to this. The Extractors
present their application first. This should be a team presentation with each
expert using evidence to support the proposal.

The case against the application follows. Representatives of HAG will use
their evidence to object to the proposal.

Finally, members of the Planning Committee discuss the case and give their
decision.

PRESENTATION
Each group should consider how they can best present their case. Think about

different ways to do this, using different resources - maps, illustrations, figures. You
may be able to use audio visual aids - discuss this with your teacher.
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To help you:

e Use Student Information Sheet section 7 - Steps to
secure planning for a new quarry

e Read the Draft Planning Application

To help you:

e Use Student Information Sheet section 1 on Aggregate
Extraction

e Read 4.1 Geology and Geotechnics Statement (Page 5) and
Appendix 2 - Eastrop Farm the Geologist Report (Page 10) in
the Draft Planning Application.

e UseMap4

To Help you:

e Read 4.2 Landscape Appraisal Report (Page 6) and
Appendix 3 - Report from Landscape Architect (Pagel?2)

in the Draft Planning Application
e Look at all the Maps and Student Information Sheet
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To help you:

e Read 4.5 The Environmental Noise Assessment
(Page 6) and Appendix 6 (Page 23) in the Draft
Planning Application

e UseMap3

¢ Read Student Information Sheet section 4 on
Noise and light

To help you:

e Read 4.3 Ecological Appraisal (Page 6) and Appendix 4 - Wildlife
Assessment of Eastrop Farm (Page 18) in the Draft Planning
Application

e Read Student Information Sheet section 4 on Environmental
Concerns and section 5 on Community Forests

e Read Student Information Sheet section 6 letters from English
Nature and The Wiltshire Wildlife Trust

The Countryside Foundation for Education 4
www.countrysidefoundation.org.uk



EITRACTOR

To help you:

Read 4.4 Agricultural Land Classification and Soil Handling
Recommendations (Page 6) and Appendix 5 - Agricultural Land
Quality (Page 21) in the Draft Planning Application

e Look at Maps 4 and 9

Read Student Information Sheet section 2 on Agricultural Land

[ ]
Classification and section 6 letter from DEFRA

EITRACTOR

To help you:
Read 4.6 Analysis of Supply and Demand Forecasts (Page 7) and
Appendix 7 (Page 26) in the Draft Planning Application

Read Student Information Sheet section 1 on aggregate
extraction

e Use Map 1and an atlas
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To help you:

e Read 4.7 Archaeology (Page 7) and Appendix 8 - Archaeological
Brief (Page 27) in the Draft Planning Application

e Use Map 10

¢ Read Student Information Sheet section 6 letter from Wiltshire
County Council entitled Mineral planning application site,
Highworth: Archaeology

To help you:

e Read the Draft Planning Application, especially the
Landscape Architect’s Report and Market Analysis
(Appendix 3 - page 12) also 6.0 Conclusions (Page 7)

¢ Read Student Information Sheet and view maps to
support your presentation.
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To help you:

e Read the Draft Planning Application Appendix 3
(Page 12) and Appendix 5 (Page 21) with Maps
indicated.

iltshire

COUNTY COUNCIL

PLANNING COMMITTEE

To help you:

e UseMaps 1,2and 3

e Read Student Information Sheet section 6 letters from N J
Samuel of Wiltshire County Council and Barbara Burke of

Wiltshire County Council

e Read the Draft Planning Application, Appendix 3,3.6 (Page
14)
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iltshire

COUNTY COUNCIL

PLANNING COMMITTEE

To help you:

e Read the Appendix 6 - Environmental Noise Assessment
(Page 23) and Appendix 3,4.0 - Visual Appraisal (Page 15) in
the Draft Planning Application,

e Refer to the Student Information Sheet section 4 -
Environmental Concerns

iltshire

COUNTY COUNCIL

PLANNING COMMITTEE

To help you:

e Read Student Information Sheet section 6 - letter from
Wiltshire County Council entitled Mineral planning
application site, Highworth: Archaeology

e Read Appendix 8 - Archaeological Brief (Page 27) in the
Draft Planning Application

e Use Map 10 with Map 2

The Countryside Foundation for Education 8
www.countrysidefoundation.org.uk



To help you:

e Read the Student Information Sheet
e UseMapsl,2,3and4

o Read the Draft Planning Application - 6.0
Conclusions

iltshire

COUNTY COUNCIL

PLANNING COMMITTEE

To help you:

e Read the Student Information Sheet
e UseMaps11,2 3and4

o Read the Draft Planning Application 6.0
Conclusions (Page 7)
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To help you:

¢ Read Student Information Sheet section 1 on aggregate
extraction

e Read the Draft Planning Application, especially the Geologist's
report Appendix 2 (Page 10) and Market Analysis Appendix 7

(Page 26)
tl h "
LLEshire
COUNTY COUNCIL
PLANNING COMMITTEE
To help you:

e Read the Draft Planning Application Ecologist Report Appendix
4 (Page 18)

e Read Student Information Sheet Section 6 - letters from English
Nature and The Wiltshire Wildlife Trust
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To help you:

e Read Student Information Sheet section 1 on
Aggregate Extraction and section 4 on Environmental
Concerns

e UseMaps 1, 2and 3.

o Read the Draft Planning Application Appendices 2, 3
and 7.

G

To help you:

e Read Student Information Sheet sections 1,3 and 4

e Read Student Information Sheet section 6 letters from English
Nature, The Wiltshire Wildlife Trust and N J Samuel of Wiltshire
County Council

e UseMaps 1,2,3and 8.

¢ Read the Draft Planning Application, especially Appendix 3 (Page
12)
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To help you:

e Read Student Information Sheet section 1 on
aggregate extraction

e LookatMaps 1and?2

¢ Read the Draft Planning Application 6.0 Conclusions
(Page 7).

G

To help you:

¢ Read Student Information Sheet section 6 - letter
from N J Samuel of Wiltshire County Council
e Lookat Map 2

e Read the Draft Planning Application section on
communications and transport Appendix 3,3.6 (Page

14)
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To help you:

e Look at Maps 1and?2

¢ Read the Draft Planning Application 6.0 Conclusions
(Page 7) and Appendix 7 - The Market Analysis (Page
26)

G

To help you:

e LookatMaps 1,2,3,5and 6
e Read Student Information Sheet sections 1, 3 and 4

¢ Read the Draft Planning Application Appendix 3,4.0 -
Visual Appraisal (Page 15)
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G

To help you:

e LookatMaps1,2, 3 5and6
e Read sections 1, 3 and 4 of the Student Information Sheet

e Read Student Information Sheet section 6 - letter from N J
Samuel of Wiltshire County Council

¢ Read the Draft Planning Application Appendix 3,3.6 (Page 14)
and 3,4.0 (Page 15) and Appendix 6 (page 23)

G

To help you:

e Look at Maps 2 and 10

e Read Student Information Sheet section 6 - letter from
Wiltshire County Council entitled Mineral planning application
site, Highworth: Archaeology

¢ Read the Draft Planning Application Appendix 8 (page 27)
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G

To help you:

e Look at Maps 2,7 and 8
e Read Student Information Sheet sections 3, 4 and 5

e Read Student Information Sheet section 6 - letters from
English Nature and The Wiltshire Wildlife Trust

Read the Ecological Report in the Draft Planning Application -
Appendix 4.
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